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Listen to Chief DD,  the Philosopher of 
Hip Hop, on the  Music Lane on the 

Black Information Highway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!” 

Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD

NFL and USAA announce finalists for 10th Annual Salute to
Service Award ... from sports-military page 2
commissioned officer in the
United States Navy and in 2019,
Joe was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant in the Navy. He
proudly wears his Naval uniform
as the team boards the plane for
away games. Joe has facilitated
more than a dozen re-enlistment
and retirement ceremonies at
Gillette Stadium for fellow mili-
tary members. He also led a
handful of free football clinics
for military children at military
bases across New England and
replaced military family toys that
were burned in a fire three years
ago at Joint Base Cape Cod. In
2017, Joe rallied teammates and
coaches to each donate a pair of
tickets to their game against At-
lanta and over 150 military
members, who had recently re-

turned from deployment, were
invited to the game and partici-
pated in a special pregame cere-
mony. Each year during
Memorial Day weekend, Joe
helps plant more than 37,000
American flags in the Boston
Common to honor the brave men
and women from Massachusetts
that have lost their lives defend-
ing our country. Joe also offers

his support to the Travis Manion
Foundation, a nonprofit that em-
powers veterans and families of
fallen heroes to develop charac-
ter in future generations.

JOHN LYNCH (NFL Legend &
General Manager, San Francisco
49ers)

Lynch has a longstanding appre-
ciation for the United States mil-
itary. Both his grandfather and
great uncle volunteered for the
Army the day after the deadly at-
tacks on Pearl Harbor in Decem-
ber 1941. Since 1998, Lynch has
frequented various Air Force
bases and military hospitals to
personally thank those serving in
the military, in Florida, Maryland
and Colorado.  Lynch was also

the recipient of the 2006 Bart
Starr Award. Every year since
2011, he has hosted military fam-
ilies at the annual Lynch Christ-
mas Party and each holiday
season with the 49ers, he hosts
military families and under-
served youth for a holiday party
and practice visit. 

In 2018 and 2019, Lynch wel-
comed more than 250 active duty
troops and veterans for a VIP
training camp practice experi-
ence. In November 2017, Lynch
spearheaded a visit to the USO
office at the San Jose Military
Entrance Processing Station to
congratulate newly enlisted re-
cruits heading off to basic train-
ing. In October 2019, Lynch
welcomed a group of decorated

veterans, including 5 purple heart
recipients, when the 49ers played
in Washington, D.C. Lynch's
commitment to supporting vet-
eran organizations, like USO Bay
Area, has driven a close partner-
ship with the nonprofit and the
49ers, which has led to new op-
portunities to support the troops
and their families with game
tickets, Salute to Service pro-
gram involvement, choosing
USO Bay Area as the 50/50 raffle
beneficiary for the 2019 Salute to
Service game, and delivering
care kits to isolated troops in
partnership with USAA during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

ABOUT USAA: The USAA
family of companies provides in-
surance, banking, investments,

retirement products and advice
to more than 13 million current
and former members of the U.S.
military and their families.
Known for its legendary com-
mitment to its members, USAA
is consistently recognized for
outstanding service, employee
well-being and financial
strength. USAA membership is
open to all who are serving our
nation in the U.S. military or
have received a discharge type of
Honorable – and their eligible
family members. Founded in
1922, USAA is headquartered in
San Antonio. 

For more information about
USAA, follow us on Facebook
or Twitter (@USAA), or visit
usaa.com.

Drew Svoboda hired as Memphis Football special teams coordinator
MEMPHIS – Drew Svoboda,
former Rice special teams coor-
dinator, has been hired in the
same role for Memphis Football,
head coach Ryan Silverfield an-
nounced Friday, January 8..

Svoboda just completed his
third year at Rice, including two
as the Owls’ special teams coor-
dinator after a successful run as
a high school coach in the Hous-
ton area.
“We are so excited to add Drew

as our special teams coordina-
tor,” Silverfield said. “He runs a
very similar system to what we
have had in place at Memphis.
Drew is a very smart and pas-
sionate coach who will continue
a great tradition here. His con-
nections to Texas will certainly
assist us in our recruiting efforts.
We can’t wait for his wife, Kristi,
and kids, Austyn and Jack, to
join us in Memphis.”

Faced with the challenge of re-
placing Jack Fox, the C-USA
Special Teams Player of the Year,
as well as kicker Haden Tabola
in 2019, Svoboda’s replacements
surpassed their efforts.

“I am thrilled to be joining
Coach Silverfield’s staff at the
University of Memphis and get-
ting to coach a phenomenal
group of young men,” said Svo-
boda. “I look forward to doing
my part in regards to coordinat-
ing special teams and recruiting
student-athletes to help continue
the success the Tiger program

has experienced.”
Former walk-on Chris Barnes,

who earned second-team all-con-
ference honors while averaging
44.8 yards per punt, combined
with grad transfer Adam Nunez
to rank fourth nationally in spe-
cial teams grades from Pro Foot-
ball Focus. Rice was second in
the conference and 18th nation-
ally in ESPN’s Specialty Teams
Efficiency rankings and their
63.1 rating was the third highest
in program history.

They were second in Confer-
ence USA in both net punting
and punt return defense, ranking
17th and 14th nationally, respec-
tively, in both categories. The
duo led C-USA with 27 punts in-
side the 20. Austin Trammell
ranked fourth in C-USA in punt
and kick returns, and the Owls
ranked fourth in punt returns in

the conference with a 9.2-yard
average while long snapper
Cameron Riddle earned honor-
able mention All-Conference
USA honors.    
Svoboda coached running backs
in his first season at Rice in 2018
highlighted by Juma Otoviano’s
freshman record 224-yard effort
vs. Old Dominion in the season
finale. Senior Emmanuel Esukpa
topped 100 yards in two of the
first three games, including 173
yards in the season opener vs.
Prairie View A&M, the most by
an Owl in an opener since Trevor
Cobb had 191 in 1991. Fellow
senior Austin Walter concluded

his career joining Cobb as the
only players in school history to
have 1,500 yards rushing, 500
yards receiving and 1,000 kick
return yards in their career before
signing as a free agent with the
San Francisco 49ers. 
Svoboda made the jump to col-

legiate coaching after guiding
Klein Collins High School to five
district championships, eight
playoff appearances and a 93-24
record in 10 seasons as head
coach. His winning percentage
(.795) ranked sixth among active
Texas 6A head coaches at the end
of the 2017 season.
He took over a program that was

1-9 in 2007 and two years later
led them to a 12-1 mark and a
district championship. He earned
the first of five Touchdown Club
of Houston Coach of the Year fi-
nalist awards as well as five Dis-
trict 15 6A Coach of the Year
honors and the Houston Texans
NFL High School Coach of the
Year honors. 

Svoboda was named Dave
Campbell's Texas Football Pre-
season 6A Coach of the Year in
2017 after leading Klein Collins
to the state semifinals in 2016.
He was also tabbed by VYPE
Magazine as its Houston Football
Coach of the Year in 2016. Prior

to that season, he coached the
East team in the Bayou Bowl
High School All-Star game.
He was president of the Greater

Houston Greater Houston Foot-
ball Coaches Association and
was on the Board of Directors for
the Texas High School Coaches
Association, serving as the Re-
gion Five Director.
A graduate of Tomball (Texas)

High School, Svoboda was a
three-year letterman and two-
time Academic All-Southland
Conference at Stephen F. Austin.
Svoboda and wife, Kristi, have

two children, a daughter, Austyn
and a son, Jack. 

“We are so excited to add
Drew as our special teams
coordinator,” Silverfield
said. “He runs a very similar
system to what we have had
in place at Memphis. Drew is
a very smart and passionate
coach who will continue a
great tradition here. His con-
nections to Texas will cer-
tainly assist us in our
recruiting efforts. We can’t
wait for his wife, Kristi, and
kids, Austyn and Jack, to join
us in Memphis.”

Memphis Hustle gets two in
NBA G League draft
from sports age 4

Cowan Jr. (6-0, 170) was se-
lected to the 2019-20 All-Big 10
First Team and named a 2019-20
Wooden Award Finalist, given to
the nation’ top college basketball
player. Cowan Jr. appeared in 31
games (all starts) during his sen-
ior season with the Terrapins,
posting averages of 16.3 points,
3.6 rebounds and 4.7 assists in
34.7 minutes per game. Cowan
Jr. ranked fifth in the Big 10 in
total points (506) and assists
(147) during the 2019-20 sea-
son. In his senior season at
Maryland, Cowan Jr. led the Ter-
rapins in points and assists per
game.
The 23-year-old Bowie, Md. na-
tive started all 130 games over
his four-year career at Maryland
(2016-20) and averaged 14.5
points, 3.9 rebounds and 4.5 as-

sists in 33.8 minutes while
shooting 40.5 percent from the
field. During his junior season,
Cowan Jr. was named to the
2018-19 All-Big 10 Second
Team while averaging 15.6
points and 4.4 assists per game.
Cowan Jr. was named to the Big
Ten-All Defensive Team during
his sophomore season (2017-18)
along with Grizzlies forward
Jaren Jackson Jr (Michigan
State).
The final Memphis Hustle ros-

ter will be announced in the
coming days.
For more information on the

Memphis Hustle, visit mem-
phishustle.com, follow the team
on Twitter and Instagram
(@MemphisHustle) or like
Memphis Hustle on Facebook.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 26th Annual 
Black History Edition in February!


